Parental restriction of children's access to cochlear implants: case studies.
This article reports on four retrospective case studies in which parental behavioral management of the implanted child included withholding the cochlear implant or activities associated with it as a disciplinary measure or as a means of preventing device loss or damage. The need for parental counseling by health care and educational professionals as to the importance of a child's connection to the hearing world all day long through the implant for optimal speech, language, academic, and psychosocial development is emphasized.